News

The Orlando Sentinel (Orlando, Florida) - Sat, Apr 1, 1995 - Other Editions - Page 46
Downloaded on Sep 29, 2017

Orlando cancer victim
wins $3.35 million award

[ ] The suit said doctors
reading her mammogram
failed to spot early signs
she had breast cancer.

By Delthia Ricks
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An Orlando woman whose doc-
tors misread a mammogram has
won a $3.35 million jury award
against the medical group that
should have spotted her cancer
before it grew, her lawyer said Fri-
day.

Ruth Ruffin, now 56, underwent
a routine mammogram in Decem-
ber 1992 at the Medical Center Ra-
diology Group in Orlando. Al-
though one doctor noted some-

word to Ruffin from the doctors
was that there was nothing to wor-
ry about.

By July 1993, Ruffin had discov-
ered a lump in her right breast
and sought help from a different
Orlando doctor, said her lawyer,
Elizabeth Faiella.

But it was Ruffin’s daughter,
Angela McCoo, a medical student
in Mississippi, who took her moth-
er's mammograms to a professor,
who helped the family get a prop-
er diagnosis.

Doctors in Mississippi noted
that the cancer was clearly evi-
dent on the 1992 mammograms.

“This is so sad,” said Faiella,
the lawyer who represented Ruf-
fin and her husband, Elton, in Cir-
cuit Court. “She went in for a reg-
ular screening; they should have
found it then.”
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